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It is not every Queen who reigns for 70 years, but that is just what Queen 
Elizabeth II will have achieved this year on 6th February, when she celebrates 
her Platinum Jubilee!
No doubt there will be many, many events, organised as the UK and 
Commonwealth celebrate this momentous milestone, with a four-day Bank 
Holiday in the UK from 2nd to 5th June 2022. If you have an event you would 
like to promote or maybe an experience of meeting Her Majesty that you 
would like to share, then please do get in touch with us.
In her first Christmas message in 1952, before her coronation in 1953, the 
Queen asked people to "pray that God may give me wisdom and strength to 
carry out the solemn promises I shall be making, and that I may faithfully 
serve Him and you, all the days of my life." We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank Her Majesty for her years of devotion and service to 
the UK and the Commonwealth.

God bless you all and keep you safe,
and we’ll meet again in March!

                     Ed......

Deadline for the March Issue is 
Thursday 10th February

Thanks to Patrick Chilvers for this 
month’s front page picture

Gorleston Community Magazine is published by St Andrew’s Church, Gorleston, and printed by Blackwell Print, Great Yarmouth. The views 
expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the publisher or the editors, and the acceptance of adverts does not indicate endorsement.  All 
contributions are included and edited at the discretion of the editors. Please ensure  you have the rights to all photos and have the subject’s permission.
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Coffee Time 1

Across
6 Sways (7)
8 Military aviators (1,1,1)
9 Magic power (4)
10 Newly married woman (5)
13 Relating to Holy Communion (11)
14 Blotto (5)
15 Unaccompanied (4)
18 U S general who supervised the invasion of Normandy (3)
19 Wild American horse (7)
Down
1 Vague understanding (7)
2 Missiles (11)
3 Higher degree (2,1)
4 Handed-down (11)
5 Flying saucer (1,1,1)
7 Wrench (6)
11 Rowdy disorder (6)
12 Miserly person (7)
16 Unaccounted for after a battle (1,1,1)
17 Way to attach a peripheral device to a computer (1,1,1)
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The Rockin’ Rev

Prayer Corner
Prayer is simply having a conversation with God. It can 
be out loud or in your head and heart, it can be about 
whatever you want it to be and you can pray whenever 
and wherever you want to, God is always listening.

If you are not sure what to pray, why not start by joining 
us in praying this month's prayer:

Lord Jesus was there ever one who loved so 
deeply as you? Help us to see that of all the 
things we have in this life, the greatest of these 
is love.

High Expectations

Rev Brian Hall
Vicar of St Andrew’s Church

William Shakespeare was a renowned English poet, 
playwright, and actor born in 1564 in Stratford-upon-Avon. 
He is widely regarded as the greatest writer in the English 
language.
I’m not a great student of William Shakespeare (I remember 
reading Romeo and Juliet in my schooldays) but I do know 
enough about his writings to say that there are two re-
occurring themes in the writing of Shakespeare. Those two 
recurring themes are love and immortality.
Like most sensitive writers and poets and philosophers, 
Shakespeare had an ongoing problem. He could see so 
much that was beautiful and loveable in the world but knew 
that it was fragile, and it was fleeting.
Shakespeare wrestled mentally and emotionally with the 
concept of love. In many of the sonnets he seemed to be 
reaching out for love. He knew it ought to be there, but he 
didn’t know where to find it. The following quote from one 
of Shakespeare’s sonnets (Sonnet 116) will illustrate what 
I mean:

Let me not to the marriage of true minds admit 
impediments. Love is not love which alters when 
it alteration finds, or bends with the remover to 
remove. O no! it is an ever-fixed mark That looks 
on tempests and is never shaken; It is the star to 
every wand'ring bark, whose worth's unknown, 
although his height be taken. Love's not time's 
fool, though rosy lips and cheeks within his 
bending sickle's compass come; love alters not 
with his brief hours and weeks, but bears it out 
even to the edge of doom. If this be error and upon 
me prov'd, I never writ, nor no man ever lov'd.

Whatever else can be said about Shakespeare’s sonnet the 
one thing that comes across very clearly is that he had a 
very high expectation of love. This kind of thing makes 
Shakespeare very relatable. We all have, or should have, a 
high expectation of love.

Our high expectation 
of love might explain 
why we mark St. 
Valentine's day each 
year on the fourteenth 
of February. It's the 
day when people 
show their affection for someone by sending cards, flowers, 
or chocolates, along with messages of love.
True love will never go out of fashion which is why it has 
such a prominent place in the Bible. We read, for example 
in the writings of St. Paul,

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, 
it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not 
dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not 
easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love 
does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 
It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres. Love never fails.

High expectations, indeed!
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Gorleston Library
Regular Activities and Events:
Bounce and Rhyme – Mondays 1-1.30pm and Wednesdays 10.30-11 & 1-1.30pm (drop in)
Lego Club – we are looking for a volunteer so please get in touch if you are interested
Just a Cuppa – weekly on a Wednesday 10am – 12 – all welcome
Colour Me Calm – 1130am – 1230 & 2pm – 3pm (come along and have some quiet colouring time) materials 
available to use, in the main library.
SEND Storytime (once a month) - See library/Facebook for info
Saturday Children’s Crafts 10.30am - 12 (all ages) – please book your place in advance
Mini Movers (pre-school music and movement) – Tuesdays 10.30 – 11am (drop in)
Spanish Chat – restarting 27th January 5.45 – 6.45pm (intermediate chat group)
Gorleston Library Craft Group – Wednesdays 2-4pm Carnegie Room (bring along your own crafts and join in 
the group – all welcome)
Learn My Way – Digital online learning for beginners / Fri 4-6pm & Sat 11am -1pm – call in for more details 
Homework Club – Fridays 3.30-5pm in the main library – drop in – year 7 upwards 
Family Learning Sessions - For ages 1-4 – 3.2.22 Welcome to Family Learning & 10.2.22 Little Talkers both 
10am-11.30am - see flyer in library/details on Facebook/contact library for more details – you will need to enrol 
online prior to attending

Gorleston Library Friends presents:
100 Years of Great Yarmouth & Gorleston on Film with Martin Webber. 22nd February 2pm in the Pavilion 
Room - £2 - refreshments available (max 30)
Books and Crafts Sale – 2nd Feb/2nd March and 6th April – all 10am – 12midday. 
Stories and Crafts – age 5 and under – 8th February - 11am – 12midday- free - booking essential

You can also:
• Get help to book your Covid Booster online – various sessions available, call in for details
• Collect Lateral Flow Device test kits. Browse the shelves Return items through the drop box or self-service 

kiosks and Collect reservations
• Weigh your baby
• Book a private PC room in order to use video conferencing for essential appointments or book one 60-minute 

or 90-minute computer session on a computer. To book a session or if you need any help using our computers 
please call Gorleston Library on 01493 662156

• Collect Tricky Period/Toiletries To Go and various Household Support items
• Book a Norfolk Reading Pathway coaching session (support to learn to read)
• You can leave your details for Test and Trace at the door or you can use the QR code at the door
• We would like you to wear a face covering in the library & hand sanitiser is available
• Use our seats to enjoy some library time/desks for study space 
• Hire a room for a meeting – please call or pop in for details

Opening Hours:
‘Open Library’ is where you use your card and pin to access the library during reduced staffed times. This is now 
available between 8-10am Mon – Sat and all-day Sunday. Please see staff for more information on how to sign up 
for this.

• Monday - Friday: 8am - 7pm (Open Library Access ONLY 8am - 10am)                  
• Saturday 8am - 4pm (Open Library Access ONLY 8am – 10am)
• Sunday 10am – 4pm Open Library Access ONLY all day)

Why not Download the FREE Spydus app to check out books on your smartphone, keep an eye on your account, 
download eBooks, audio books, newspapers and magazines - For all our information please see our ‘What’s On 
In Norfolk Libraries’ pages at www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries. Follow us on: Twitter: @NorfolkLibs    Facebook: @
NorfolkLibrariesUK    Instagram: Norfolklibraries
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As we head towards the return of the 
outdoor bowls season, we can look 
back on an interesting and ‘different’ 

year we have come through.

We welcomed touring and visiting teams to our Club with 
tea, homemade scones and nibbles in our own marquee 
(picture below) as the pavilion has been out of bounds due 
to Covid restrictions.

It gave the afternoons a retro feel like ‘tea on the lawn’ 
whilst our visitors took in the views along the clifftop, 
down on the beach and out to sea.

We welcomed new members through our Sunday morning 
roll-up sessions, free coaching sessions to try out, what 
for many is a new sport or game, or, like some who have 
played before and want to join again.

Our newbies have been fantastic... we found some emerging 
and hidden talent, they are a great asset to the Club.

For now we are playing indoors, short mat bowls (picture 
below), which brings in a whole new way of playing. We 
were able to buy new equipment for this, things like 2 x 
indoor short mats, mat holders, fenders, center blocks, 
score boards etc. due to things like our well stocked and 
supported raffles that bring in revenue as well as fees for 
our games.

During the winter season playing indoor bowls has been 
a great way of keeping in touch with all the members and 
being able to play our own league. Teams picked their own 
names, and came up with some great ones such as ‘Irritable 
Bowl Syndrome’ and ‘The Unbeatabowls who ironically 
came last in the first round of matches. ‘The High Rollers’ 
came first with 23 points. It is great fun, and there have 
been plenty of close games.

We also held our Ladies afternoon tea before Christmas, 
with games, music, great food and a secret Santa... It was a 
lovely afternoon.

Also, in December we held our annual Presentation Dinner 
Dance night which was a grand affair, with a fine 3 course 
meal and a Disco. Amazing how many cups, trophies 
and certificates were handed out, including new member 
awards (picture below).

It was a great excuse to get dressed up for the night!

We are not a long-established Club, but we have over 70 
members with ages ranging from teenagers to octogenarians, 
each with their own way of playing, which means we all 
pick up hints and tips from each other.

Bowls games themselves have much more to them than 
you might think… Different makers and sizes & weights of 
bowls gives them curves and paths that they run… Judging 
distances is a big part of the game, and weather conditions 
can alter their course… and of course, your opponents or 
teammates ideas of helping or hindering your aim can be 
funny and also frustrating.

But Norfolk is home to The World Bowls Championships, 
held just down the road at Hopton, so it is a good incentive 
to play well.

So, here’s to the 2022 season starting on 1st May, with 
renewed hope and optimism… Looking forward to the 
outdoors, fresh air, and above all, fun and friends, old and 
new, and those we have yet to meet.

Gorleston Links
Bowls Club



STAY NEAR
GO FAR
As a partner college of the University of Suffolk, you can study a 
degree at East Coast College in Lowestoft and Great Yarmouth.

Degrees awarded by the University of Suffolk at East Coast College
 ▪ Applied Care Practice
 ▪ Applied Psychology
 ▪ Biomedical Science*
 ▪ Business Management
 ▪ Children’s Care, Learning and 

Development
 ▪ Children’s Health, Play and Wellbeing
 ▪ Creative Arts Practice
 ▪ Crime, Justice and Society*
 ▪ Cultural Studies
 ▪ Environment and Sustainable Energy
 ▪ Fashion and Textiles
 ▪ Forensic Science
 ▪ Inclusive Practice and Integrated 

Working
 ▪ Literary Studies with Creative Writing*

 ▪ Nautical Science
 ▪ Network Development and Cyber 

Security*
 ▪ Operations Engineering
 ▪ Person-Centred Counselling
 ▪ Practical Life Sciences
 ▪ Professional Photographic Practice
 ▪ Social Science
 ▪ Social Welfare, Advice and Guidance
 ▪ Sport, Health and Exercise
 ▪ Supporting Inclusive Learning and 

Practice
 ▪ Sustainable Futures
 ▪ Visual Arts*
 ▪ Visual Effects and Post-Production
 ▪ Web Technologies*

*These courses are subject to validation.

Join us at our next open event! 
Lowestoft campus
Wednesday 23rd February 5pm - 7pm
Great Yarmouth campus
Thursday 24th February 5pm - 7pm

eastcoast.ac.uk
uos.ac.uk



• 100% A Level pass rate 

• 96.1% A*-C grades 

• Purpose-built sixth form 

• Specialist teachers 

• Science laboratories, art 
rooms, music recording  
studio, multi-media suites  
and performance spaces

The largest Ofsted ‘GOOD’ college with 
the widest choice on the east coast...

We offer two modern campuses with 
state-of-the-art facilities including 

industry standard workshops, luxurious hair 
and beauty salons, a training restaurant, dog 
grooming parlour and performance theatre.

Apply online today!
www.lowestoftsfc.ac.uk

View our full range of courses for school leavers and adults: 
www.eastcoast.ac.uk

New for 2022! 
T Level courses in health 

science, digital, 
construction, engineering 

and childcare

Find out more 
at our opening 

evening:
23rd February

Visit our 
website to 
book your 

place!

Find out more at our 
open evenings

Lowestoft  
23rd February 

Great Yarmouth  
24th February

Visit our website to book 
your place! 
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Coffee Time 2 Word Ladder
Can you climb the ladder 

changing 1 letter at a time, 
to get from the bottom 
word to the top word?

clash

trams

Caught in the middle
What are the words that can be 

written down the middle to create two
more words or phrases either side?

game .................. off

blue .................. dive

class .................. stations

apple .................. filling

spinning .................. notch

b s h g
b y d i e l t f
e l i d n d i a r o i
e r ' s g e e n j y n

Fallen
Letters have fallen out of their boxes, but are in the same 

column. Can you put them back in the right place to reveal a 
book and its author?

(Words may continue on the next line.)

Crunch ‘em
What is “?”

Calling all chefs / bakers!!
Do you have a family favourite recipe that 

you would like to share? If so, please email 
the recipe and a picture to us at

gorleston.community.magazine@gmail.com
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Many of you will have watched the BBC TV Series ‘Who 
Do You Think You Are?’ where celebrities are helped to trace 
their family trees. The genealogy series has been broadcast 
in the UK since 2004 and is produced in another 18 countries 
including USA, Russia and Sweden.
I have been researching my family tree for over ten years. 
I have also helped a few other people research their family 
tree and I was also part of a small team that investigated 
the soldiers and sailors listed on the St John’s Church scroll. 
Playing detective and piecing together the facts of when 
and where somebody lived, who they married, who their 
children were and where they lived is always an enjoyable 
challenge. Unlike the TV series where the celebrities are 
chosen because an ancestor has a story to tell, there is 
rarely anything surprising or amazing. Some well-known 
celebrities haven’t appeared on the TV series because their 
stories were “too ordinary”. The reality is the vast majority 
of our ancestors lived “ordinary” lives. As most of my 
ancestors lived within a few miles of Gorleston it is rare to 
find someone who wasn’t an agricultural labourer in the 19th 
century!
But the challenge for me isn’t finding that amazing story 
but putting together somebody’s life story starting with just 
a few basic facts. For any research, information the family 
already has is the usual starting point, so talking to relatives, 
especially grandparents. 
The release of the 1921 Census at the beginning of the 
year is a really exciting time for all researchers whether 
professional or amateur. The 1921 Census will be the last 
for many years as the 1931 Census returns were completely 
destroyed in a fire in Hayes, Middlesex, where the Census 
was being stored. There wasn’t a Census in 1941 due to the 
Second World War, although we do have access to the 1939 
Register which was taken shortly before the outbreak of war. 
One thing to note about the 1939 Register is that anybody 
currently living will not be shown. 
So once you have spoken to your relatives where do you 
start? Well thankfully in this day and age the internet really 
comes into its own. There are numerous sites dedicated to 
genealogy research such as findmypast.co.uk, ancestry.
co.uk, thegenealogist.co.uk. These sites usually require 
a subscription and will show various records including 

parish baptisms, marriages and deaths. They also have the 
UK Census records from the first one in 1841 through to 
1921. You have to remember the Census is a snapshot of 
where people were on one particular day each decade. Up to 
1901 the Census was completed by enumerators as levels of 
literacy were very low in the 19th Century. The 1911 Census 
was completed by the head of the household and a small 
bonus of the 1911 Census is that it was signed by the head 
of the household, so a personal part of the person rather than 
just cold facts. Military records are available to view on some 
sites and these again add a personal element as naval records 
sometimes have a photograph and military records often 
have comprehensive descriptions of the soldiers including 
eye and hair colour, complexion, height and weight. One 
of the things you notice is how much shorter people were 
100 years ago. Military records are also a valuable source of 
information as they record a place of birth, age (although it 
wasn’t uncommon for a soldier to overstate his age in order 
to enlist) and next of kin – which might be a father or mother, 
or a wife and children. If the latter, evidence of the marriage 
had to be provided and was recorded so any potential war 
widow’s pension could be paid. 
One of the issues of enumerators completing the Census 
records is that names were spelt how that individual 
enumerator chose to spell them – so Payne might be spelt 
Pain or Paine. I had a lot of trouble finding a relative whose 
surname was Rump and was one of the few relatives to 
“escape” Norfolk and went to live in Leicestershire. The 
Rumps simply disappeared but reappeared as Ramp after I 
widened the search. 
Sometimes you do find something that is unusual as the 
marriage entry below shows. Christian Haller was born in 
Switzerland but was stationed in England during the Great 
War serving as a medic and met Mildred Anne Rump who 
was also serving in the war as a cook at an army barracks. 
After they married, they are recorded on a passenger list to 
Canada and can be found in electoral registers in Canada in 
1972 and 1974 all much to the disappointment of my aunt in 
Canada who thought she was the first to make that journey!
Anyone who would like assistance in researching their 
family tree can contact Paul Payne at yourfamilytree@
protonmail.com

Your Family Tree 
with Paul Payne



HARFREYS ROAD, HARFREYS IND EST, 
GT YARMOUTH, NORFOLK, NR31 0JL

Visit us at www.motsgreatyarmouth.co.uk

  MOT`s, Servicing & Repairs on Cars, Vans, 4x4`s, Motorhomes, Horseboxes, Buses & HGV`s
  BOSCH Replacement Parts, Castrol Oils & Forte Emission specialist products
 Air-Con Service, Repair, Re-gas 
  Diagnostics, Brake Testing, Tacograph Calibration, Tail Lift, Welding, Truck Wash

OPEN FROM MONDAY TO FRIDAY

MOT’s 
FROM £35

01493 657131 paul@lgperfects.co.uk

Proud to be  
Serving Our Local Community

CARS  VANS  BUSES  TRUCKS 

Proud to be
Serving Our Local Community

MOT’s
FROM £35
20% OFF  

MOT’s, REPAIRS & SERVICING 
FOR ALL NHS KEYWORKERS 

& FRONTLINE WORKERS

Quote HERO2021

From 1 To 20 Tonne
Loads Delivered. 

• Sand
• Stone
• Ballast

• Graded Topsoil
• Hoggin

• Crushed Concrete / Rubble

FREE TIP FOR CLEAN CONCRETE, BRICK RUBBLE & TARMAC
TEL: 01493 780274 or 781118

www.folkesplant.co.uk

Collection Service available on all materials Split loads available on small trucks

FOLKES PLANT & AGGREGATESFOLKES PLANT & AGGREGATES
Welcome Pit, Butt Lane, Burgh Castle

BULK BAGS

BULK BAGS
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Gorleston FC

February Fixtures
Date Time Competition Team Opponents (Home/Away)
3rd 19:45 League Under 18s Beccles Town (H)
5th 15:00 League Firsts Brantham Athletic (H)
6th 14:00 League Womens Shrublands (H)
10th 19:45 League Under 18s Norwich Utd (A)
12th 15:00 League Firsts Long Melford (A)
13th 14:00 League Womens UEA (A)
17th 19:45 League Under 18s Waveney (A)
18th 19:45 League Firsts Thetford Town (A)
24th 19:45 League Under 18s Bungay Town (H)
26th 15:00 League Firsts Haverhill Rovers (H)

Reserves fixtures not known at time of writing

At the time of writing, it's halfway through January and 
Gorleston are keeping their noses in front in the Thurlow 
Nunn League, two points clear of third placed Wroxham 
although Wroxham have a game in hand.  Mildenhall sit 
between the two sides having played two more than the 
Greens.
Gorleston slipped from the summit after picking up one 
point from six following a controversial defeat at March 
Town United and a draw with Norwich Utd.
The Greens fell two down shortly after the hour mark in 
March but got one back via an own goal with ten minutes 
remaining.
Then, with two minutes left, Gorleston equalised.  Except 
the referee didn't give it.  Christy Finch bent a free kick 
around the wall and into the bottom corner.  For some 
reason, despite being a grass pitch, March have goals on 
wheels.  Finch's free kick struck the wheel support which is 
a yard back inside the goal and bounced back out of the net.  
The officials thought it had struck the post.
Whilst the Gorleston team were off celebrating their 
'equaliser' March played on.  Angus Mackie realised what 
was happening and got a block in but was adjudged to have 
fouled so it was March given a penalty which they scored.  
So, instead of finishing 2-2, Gorleston lost 1-3.  
It remains to be seen how crucial that one extra point could 
be.

Next up Gorleston began their defence of the Norfolk Senior 
Cup with a 7-0 win over Wells Town.  Robbie Sweeney 
and Christy Finch scored two each.  Peter Lambert, Ross 
Gilfedder and Joel Watts netted the others.
Then came the 1-1 draw with Norwich 
Utd where Connor Ingram opened the 
scoring but the Greens were pegged back 
with twenty minutes remaining.

Gorleston returned to the 
top of the table by beating 
Walsham le Willows 4-1.
An own goal gave 
Gorleston the lead before 
Kyle Ingram made it two 
inside forty minutes.  Four minutes into the second half, 
Finch made it three.  Walsham pulled one back around the 
hour mark but evergreen Peter Lambert rounded off the 
scoring four minutes from time.

 Kyle Ingram, man of the
match v Norwich Utd

Connor Ingram v Walsham le Willows

Robbie Sweeney v March

Gorleston Reserves have played once since the last edition, 
winning 4-1 at Brandon.  Scorers were Declan Allan, Sam 
Ellis and two for Sam Wooldridge. 
That was one more game than the Under 18s though.  Their 
next fixture on 3rd February will be their first game since 
November.  
Gorleston Women lost to Long Stratton in the Cup with 
Rebecca Waters scoring. They then drew 2-2 at Horsford 
with Waters scoring another and Megan Bartlett hitting the 
other.  The Green's Goddesses are currently second in the 
table. 
To be in with a chance of winning some cash, and show 
your support for Gorleston at the same time, join the 
monthly GoLD draw.  Full details are on the website or 
contact me (Dave Hardy), or email gorlestonfootballclub@
hotmail.co.uk 
For all the latest news, results and fixtures visit www.
gorlestonfc.com, follow @gorlestonfc on Twitter and 
Instagram, and Like us on Facebook.
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No more trips to the tip!

Let us collect your garden waste

For an easy kerbside collection of all 
your leaves, twigs, grass cuttings, hedge 
trimmings and weeds, just join the local 
garden waste recycling scheme.

A large garden needs a brown bin,  
call 01493 742200 for current charges 
and to order. Alternatively, order online at 
www.great-yarmouth.gov.uk

Alternatively a pack of our new 75 litre 
garden waste bags could be just the job 
for a smaller garden, call 01493 742200 
to purchase a pack of bags.

Not in here! Not in here!
Here - the only 

place for your 

garden waste!

for GY

 

LANDLORDS
We will NOT 
be beaten on:
Service,
Marketing
or Value
for Money!

01493 844489
www.charlesbycroft.co.uk LETT INGS

We have waiting tenants!   

CALL US NOW!
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Ahead of the next milestone within the development 
of ambitious plans for a new hospital, the James Paget 
University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust (JPUH) is 
asking for the views of patients and local communities on 
what is important to them.
The James Paget, located in Gorleston, was announced in 
2020 as one of the hospitals that would receive funding 
through the Department of Health and Social Care to 
develop plans for a new hospital, as part of the Government’s 
Health Infrastructure Plan.
As part of this announcement, JPUH received funding 
to begin development of its plans, which is part of the 
Government’s ambition to build 40 new hospitals by 2030. 
In early 2022, the James Paget will submit its Strategic 
Outline Case for review, a significant step towards its 
vision of a modern hospital and health and care campus in 
the future.
The hospital is asking patients and residents for their views 
on how plans for a new hospital can build on the quality of 
health and care services locally, and what is important to 
them in developing the James Paget’s physical environment.
Anna Hills, Chief Executive of the James Paget, said: “We 
are delighted to be part of the New Hospital Programme, 
and the opportunity this provides for our hospital to 
physically grow to continue to deliver outstanding care to 
our patients and communities.”
“We know this will be a long journey, and we are focusing 
on listening to the views of our staff and patients every step 
of the way.”
Mark Flynn, who is Director of Strategic Projects 
at the James Paget and leading the hospital’s 
New Hospital Programme, said: “Everyone at the 
hospital recognises the Paget’s role as a much-
loved part of the local community, as well as its 
reputation as a healthcare provider.”
“Our planning is reflecting this – we are focusing 
on how a new hospital can support high quality, 
modern clinical services in the future, but also 
the positive impact it can have on our local 
environment, employment market and economy. 
That is why we are asking for a breadth of views 
from our communities to support the ambition of 
what we want to build for the area.”
The James Paget has established a short survey 
where anyone can give their views on what is 
important to them, which will be utilised as part 
of the hospital’s Strategic Outline Case for the 
New Hospital Programme. Access the survey 
here: https://forms.office.com/r/hVTJcErZYS 
Further information about the Paget’s New 
Hospital development and progress to date can be 
found on its website (https://www.jpaget.nhs.uk/

The Paget Page
Communities encouraged to give their views towards 

the James Paget’s plans for a New Hospital

about-us/strategies-policies/our-new-hospital/)
Background:
• JPUH serves a population of around 250,000 across 

Great Yarmouth, Lowestoft and Waveney, as well as to 
the many visitors who come to the area

• The hospital’s main site is in Gorleston, supported by 
the Newberry Clinic and other outreach clinics in the 
local area.

• JPUH has a current CQC rating of ‘Good’, received in 
December 2019

• Further information about the Government’s Health 
Infrastructure Plan and New Hospital Programme can 
be found here: https://engage.dhsc.gov.uk/ournhs/
buildings/ 

• JPUH is asking for response to the following questions:
o We are developing our hospital site over the next 

10 years – what is important to you in how we 
provide and locate services at our hospital in the 
future?

o Based on your experience, how could we improve 
the services we provide at the James Paget?

o What is the most important thing to you in how 
we design our new hospital?

o What else could our new hospital provide to 
benefit the communities of Great Yarmouth and 
Waveney?

• Responses can also be emailed to JPUHNewHospital@
jpaget.nhs.uk 



SPLIT LEAPS GYMNASTICS CLUB
Split Leaps Gymnastics Club is situated on the Harfreys Industrial Estate in Great Yarmouth.

We offer a variety of classes for all ages and levels:- 
* Parent and Me play sessions 0-4 years

These are pay as you go sessions that can be booked by going to our website 
www.splitleapsgymnastics.co.uk and clicking on Parent and Me play sessions

*  Our Beginner classes start from 4 years and upwards
Gymnasts can progress in a friendly and fun environment at their own pace through our
system, to advanced beginner and competitive level gymnastics if they wish to do so.

* We also offer the chance to progress through the
British Gymnastics badge system for all recreational gymnasts.

If you would like to find out more about the club, or to book
a trial session for your child, please contact us on:-

www.splitleapsgymnastics.co.uk
Tel: 07551 904 649

Via social media: on facebook by going to 'split leaps gymnastics club'
and instagram by going to 'splitleapsgc'
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GoSH
Gorleston-on-Sea Heritage Group

The Opening of Gorleston-on-Sea Super Holiday Camp 
Gorleston-on-Sea Super Holiday Camp was officially 
opened by the Deputy Mayor of Great Yarmouth, Mrs. 
Ada Mary Perrett on the 27th May 1937.  But the year 
before in February 1936 the proposal to build a camp on 
the site, between the railway line and Bridge Road, was 
fiercely objected to at a Ministry of Health inquiry held in 
the Town Hall, following the refusal by the Corporation 
to sanction the building of a holiday camp at Gorleston. 
Several interested parties including Mrs. Perrett, who was 
at the time the Mayor of Great Yarmouth and a Gorleston 
resident of thirty years, stated that a holiday camp would 
have a “detrimental” effect on Gorleston, as a resort, and 
pointed out that there were already 3 big holiday camps 
within 2 miles at Hopton.
The application to build the camp, a £30,000 scheme,  on 
24½ acres, had been made by Charles Haigh of  37, Oxgate 
Court, London, who submitted plans to the council, that 
had been drawn up by the Great Yarmouth and Norwich 
based architect’s partnership of Ernest and Geoffrey 
Buckingham. Alderman Harbord, the Chairman of the 
Town Planning Committee had said that the plans had been 
unanimously turned down and that the decision had been 
supported by the Town Council.
The concept of holiday camps began in the late Victorian 
years on the Isle of Man with Cunningham’s Holiday 
Camp, however in 1906, John Fletcher Dodd, with a small 
patch of land and three bell tents started his “Socialist 
Holiday Camp” at Caister-on-Sea a few miles north of 
Great Yarmouth, the first such enterprise on the English 
coastline. Socialist ideals were originally at the heart of 
Dodd’s vision and he banned alcoholic drinks, gambling 
and swearing. However the camp continued to evolve and 
eventually became Caister Holiday Camp that is still in 
business today. Billy Butlin took the holiday 
camp concept even further in 1936 when 
he opened his first luxury holiday camp at 
Skegness. Strangely, John Fletcher Dodd, Mr. 
W. Bishop of Hemsby and Mr. H. Potter of 
Hopton along with some other local holiday 
camp proprietors were guests at the opening 
of the Gorleston camp.
In less than a year, the minds of those 
opposing Mr. Haigh’s proposals had changed 
and the first phase of the camp had been 
built. Over 300 guests attended the opening 
ceremony at the camp that was presided 
over by the chairman of the directors, Ernest 
Valentine Barr, supported by the Deputy 
Mayor Mrs. Perrett, the managing director 
Mr. C.H. Haigh, and his fellow directors, Mr. 
Humphrey Lynde, Mr. G.H. Hayman, Mr. 
F.W. Lawn, Mr. W. Herbert, Mr. G.F. Foster 
and Mr. C.H. Alexander. Mrs. Perrett was 

presented with a silver replica of the camp badge and “the 
freedom of the camp.” The Mayor Mr. H.T. Greenacre said 
that the camp was a really fine enterprise and that it had the 
appearance of a first class hotel rather than a holiday camp.
At the time the camp had accommodation for 300 visitors 
but it was planned to extend this to 1,000. The chalets 
were fire and sound proof and each of them had a Heatrae 
wash basin that could supply hot and cold water night and 
day. A unique feature was a “well stocked ladies shop, 
at which most things that a feminine heart craves” could 
be obtained. The camp, that had been built by the local 
building company E. Moore and Sons had a colour scheme 
of green and tango. “Baths and showers were abundant” 
and the majority of outdoor sports were catered for along 
with a children’s corner. Dancing to Howard Baker’s Regal 
Band in the ballroom was available during the evenings 
and a loudspeaker system distributed throughout the camp 
enabled Mr Haigh to get in touch with every visitor on the 
site. A Sunday morning religious service was to be held 
each week. The elaborate kitchen facility was fitted with 
gas ovens supplied by the Davis Gas Stove Company 
in conjunction with the Gorleston and Southtown Gas 
Company and a Dawson dish-washer had been installed 
that could cope with 8,000 dishes an hour. After the 
opening ceremony the guests were given tea and the day 
was rounded off with an evening dance held in aid of 
Gorleston Hospital.
The next GoSH meeting will be held on Tuesday the 8th 
February 2022 in the Brackley Room at the Shrublands 
Youth and Adult Centre, Magdalen Way, Gorleston, NR31 
7BP, but please do check our website https://gorleston-
on-sea-heritage-group.webnode.com in case of any last 
minute changes.
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With our first soulvillage 
weekend done we felt a 
bigger camp would be 
better.
Just up the road near 
Lowestoft was the 
Pakefield camp. Off we 
went to see them - they 
liked the idea, but we had 
to have a chat with their 
head office in Blackpool.

After a few weeks they agreed to meet us at the camp. 
This was so different to dealing with local owners, but 
after a couple of hours we came to an agreement. The big 
downside for that time of year was that we would have 
to share the camp with regular holidaymakers. We went 
with it and on we went with the big sell, once again flying 

Richard 
Routledge

Find Richard and What Is Hip on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/WhatisHipGLSTN/

outside clubs in London and the South East.
The big worry was would our clubbers mind sharing the 
camp. Only time would tell.
This time we had a bigger lineup of DJs and the one thing in 
our favour was the camp gave us the venue with two rooms 
away from the holidaymakers. We sold all 700 tickets for 
the weekend, and the great thing was, when our people 
turned up, the camp staff dealt with all the checking-in.
The camp manager did not like us at all, he was more used 
to his oaps and did his best to annoy us at all times. His staff 
loved us, which made it worse for him.
By the end of the weekend we were all shattered. The only 
problem we really had was that some of the holidaymakers 
did not like the ghetto blasters at 3 in the morning. 
Away from the promoting, life at the Post Office was good. 
I passed my PO van driving so I could do collections and 
drive other posties about.
In the next issue we take over the whole Pakefield camp 
and my fun doing more driving with the Post Office.

"The life and times of"

COVID-19 - SAFEGUARDING CUSTOMERS & COLLEAGUES

• Wet rooms 
• Walk in showers and baths 
• Waterproof wall panelling 
• Slip resistant safety fl ooring 
• Grab rails, shower seats & raised toilets  

Bathing a problem? – we can help

FREE*

Georgia toilet 
& basin with

every bathroom 
order

info@ahminstallations.co.uk www.ahminstallations.co.uk 
*Terms and conditions apply, visit our website for more details. 

• Disabled Facilities Grants 
•  Discounts for over 60s and 

EX Service personnel
•  Charity work and grants

02382 543308Call for friendly advice and 
free survey and quote 
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Showrooms nationwide, call for our friendly advice, 
free survey and quote

info@ahminstallations.co.uk  
www.ahminstallations.co.uk
*Terms and conditions apply, visit our website for more details.

01493 688342

• Wet rooms 
• Walk in showers and baths 
• Waterproof wall panelling 
• Slip resistant safety � ooring 
•  Grab rails, shower seats & raised toilets 
•  Automatic bidet loos
• Established family business 

01823 729564
Call for friendly advice and free survey and quote 

Bathing a problem? – we can help
• Disabled Facilities Grants  
•  Zero VAT on disabled bathrooms 
•  Discounts for over 60s, SSAFA and 

EX Service personnel

* Terms and conditions apply, visit our website for 
more information. 

info@ahminstallations.co.uk  
www.ahminstallations.co.uk

FREE*
Georgia toilet 
& basin with

every bathroom 
order

Call for friendly advice and free survey and quote 

EX Service personnel

Showroom open 7 days, 
Blackdown Garden Centre, 
Hockholler West Buckland 
TA21 9HY 01823 661910

|  9.19/10

COVID-19 - SAFEGUARDING CUSTOMERS & COLLEAGUES

Now taking orders for pre-Christmas � ttings
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• Wet rooms   •  Walk in showers and baths   

•  Waterproof wall panelling   • Slip resistant safety flooring    
• Automatic bidet loos  • Established family business    

• Disabled Facilities Grants   • Grab rails, shower seats & 
raised toilets   • Zero VAT on disabled bathrooms   

•  Discounts for over 60s SSAFA and Ex Service personnel

Bathing a problem? We can help

FREE*
Mirrored cabinet 

or high raised 
toilet with any 
full bathroom 

installation

S u z y  B u r n sS u z y  B u r n s
S.A.C. (DIP) RFHP

Nail trimming
Callus Reduction

Corn removal
Ingrown toenails
Fungal infections

Verruca treatment
Diabetic foot care
Whatever your foot problem,

I provide a professional
treatment in your home.

Fully insured and registered.

In addition to this I have 20 years 
healthcare experience.

Tel: 07523 944 349Tel: 07523 944 349
email suzag@hotmail.co.ukemail suzag@hotmail.co.uk

Would you like to send us an article, poem, picture, book review or recipe? Or do you have a 
story to tell? Or would you like to advertise in Gorleston Community Magazine? If so, please 

email us at gorleston.community.magazine@gmail.com or via the website contact form.
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making the school more 
ECO friendly in regards 
to the amount of recycling 

bins we have at the academy. We 
were due to complete our Green Flag 
Award, however due to COVID 19 this 
has been delayed, but still something 
the Union of Venture Students is 
passionate about completing. 
Mr Waters (Assistant Principal):
“The students are so passionate 
about their community and 
environment it was great to see 
them actively taking a role to affect 
positive change for the community 
and Venture Students”
Maggie Brown – Great Yarmouth 
Green New Deal:
“It was so lovely to see the passion 
that the students showed in regards 
to such an important issue. The 
students have left a legacy for the 
rest of the community to admire”

Mollie Speed – Head 
Girl Ormiston Venture 
Academy:
“My friends and I 
had such a great 
time planting all 
the trees. I know 
becoming more 
e n v i ro n m e n t a l l y 
friendly is a priority 
for all students so 
being able to take 
the lead on this was 
a real privilege and 
really good fun”

Ormiston Venture Academy
ECO Team & Great Yarmouth Green New Deal

After a successful litter pick at the beach in Autumn term 1, 
the Union of Venture Students and the ECO Team decided 
to continue their quest to neutralise Venture’s carbon 
footprint by planting 78 trees at the 
front of the academy. From the UVS 
actions they have already offset over 
50% of the academy’s printing output 
with plans for more trees to be planted 
in the future. 
It was a very cold and wet day but this 
didn’t deter the students from getting 
their spades out, digging holes, 
carefully planting the trees and hedge 
rows, and gently covering them with 
a protective case to stop wildlife and 
weather from affecting the success of 
the project. 
A huge thank you goes to Great 
Yarmouth Green New Deal that 
helped and supported with this project, 
sourcing the trees from the National 
Woodland Trust. Venture and the 
Green New Deal have started a very 
successful partnership 
which hopefully will 
continue to flourish as 
time goes on. 
These events are a joint 
effort in partnership 
with completing the 
ECO Schools award. 
At Venture we have 
obtained the Bronze 
and Silver ECO 
Schools Award by 
completing litter picks, 
tree planting, creating 
a nature garden and 

Mr PlummerMr Plummer
the plumberthe plumber

* * ** * *
For all yourFor all your
DrainageDrainage

andand
PlumbingPlumbing

RequirementsRequirements
* * ** * *

07980 085 20607980 085 206
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07714 707 34007714 707 340
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Paul Bate 07949 142624
beardycomics@outlook.com

Beardy Comics PRODUCTS 4 ECO
EECCOO FFRRIIEENNDDLLYY
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FREE LOCAL DELIVERY
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EE:: iinnffoo@@pprroodduuccttss44eeccoo..ccoomm

on Great Yarmouth market
Every Wednesday & Saturday



Joshua obeys God (Joshua 1, 24) 
After Moses, Joshua became the leader of God’s people.  He was a strong and brave leader. He led 
the people to Jericho. He helped them make the land their own.  Joshua believed that God had given 
God’s people a place they could call home.  In response, Joshua asked the people if they would obey 
God in return, as he had chosen to do. The people all agreed that they would obey God.  Today, you 
may ask ‘Why should I obey God?’  Firstly, as the one who created us, God knows what is best for 
us.  Secondly, because He loves us and because of everything He has done for us, obedience is the 
right response (e.g. Romans 12:1). Thirdly, God rewards and blesses obedience. (e.g. Genesis 22:18, 
Luke 11:28, James 1:22–25).  How do we know what to obey?  We read God’s word – the Bible.  So, my 
question to you today is the same as the one Joshua asked the people: Will you obey God? 

Can you help the love birds Can you help the love birds 
meet at the heart in the meet at the heart in the 

middle of the maze?middle of the maze?

Kids’ Kids’ 
CornerCorner



Colouring FunColouring Fun

Copy and ColourCopy and Colour
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Gorleston ThenThen & Now
by John McBride

This is a very early view showing St. Andrew’s Church in Gorleston. The church at this time had a thatched roof. Some 
alteration to the porch has subsequently taken place. Beyond the church to the left is Church Road Tower Mill. It stood at 
the corner of Church Road and Duke Road. It was built by William Cross in 1816. William Cross owned land in this area 
and Cross Road was named after him. At this time Gorleston was in Suffolk.
On 6th April 1816 the mill was advertised as follows:-
“To be Sold or Let With Immediate Possession.
A Capital TOWER WINDMILL with two pair of excellent French Stones, Flour Mill, Cylinder and Rolling Screen and 
about an acre of Land, situate in Gorleston.”
The mill was used by several millers during its life, particularly by William and Nathaniel Hammond. In 1870 the mill was 
dismantled and the materials and land were sold. From 1884 the site started to be developed for housing.
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Opening
THE 
Book

with
Reverend

John Kinchin-Smith

News 
from

The Mag
with

Reverend Matthew Price

What is the Church? Is the Church important? What does the 
Bible teach about the Church? At a time when membership 
and attendance are declining in the UK, does it matter?

The Church tends to be ignored or criticised by many 
people. But it’s worth pointing out that schools, hospitals, 
social care, the laws of our land, even Trades Unions, 
sprang out of the life of the Church. Most of what the Bible 
teaches about the Church comes from the Book of Acts 
and the Letters of St Paul, St Peter and others in the New 
Testament.

What is clear is that Jesus called people not only into a 
relationship with himself but also with other believers. 
St Peter wrote, “As you come to him, the living Stone 
(Jesus) – you also, like living stones, are being built into 
a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood…For you are a 
chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people 
belonging to God…Once you were not a people, but now 
you are the people of God.”

St Paul compares the Church to a human body, “Just as 
each of us has one body with many members, and these 
members do not all have the same function, so in Christ we 
who are many form one body, and each member belongs 
to all the others. We have different gifts, according to the 
grace given us.” In other words, to become the people 
God created us to be and to continue Jesus’ ministry in the 
world, we need one another. It’s not possible on our own.

St Luke gives us a picture of the early Church in The 
Book of Acts: “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders 
and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the 
believers were together and had everything in common. 
Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as 
he had need. Every day they continued to meet together…
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God 
and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who were being saved.”   

Yes, the Church is important!

After a pause in 2020 Christmas on the Mag returned on 
Saturday 18th December.  Over the course of the afternoon 
about 500 people gathered to enjoy refreshments, rides 
and activities and – of course – to visit Santa in his grotto!  
The afternoon culminated in carol singing, led by Great 
Yarmouth brass and members of the St Mary Magdalene 
church community.

The event seemed to be enjoyed by everyone who attended, 
with one community member writing on facebook “Lovely 
atmosphere ..lovely to see everyone having a nice time” 
and another saying, “How lovely to see this, people getting 
together in the community, well done to everyone who 
organised it!”

After a difficult couple of years, it warmed my heart to see 
the community on the Mag coming together to celebrate 
Christmas, and I am grateful to the team who worked hard 
to make it happen.

Plans are now at an early stage for a summer event – as part 
of the celebrations for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – on 
4th June 2022.  If you would like to find out more, or be 
involved, please do get in touch with our community lead, 
Anna on anna.price@stmmgorleston.org.uk 
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Would you like to send us an article, poem, picture, book review or recipe? Or do you have a 
story to tell? Or would you like to advertise in Gorleston Community Magazine? If so, please 

email us at gorleston.community.magazine@gmail.com or via the website contact form.

 

Olive Garden 
Restaurant – Delicatessen – Takeaway 

68 High Street, Gorleston, NR31 6RQ 
TEL: 01493444779 

Email: enquiry.olivegarden@gmail.com Website: 
olivegardengorleston.co.uk Facebook: 

@olivegardenrestaurantgorleston 

We specialise in beautiful handmade 
kitchen and interior furniture, designed 

for customers’ individual needs and 
requirements.

 » Creating and designing furniture for 
over 30 years

 » Excellent reputation and free estimates
 » Bespoke craftmanship and design
 » Dependable installation included

www.priorykitchensandinteriors.com



www.gorlestoncommunitymagazine.co.uk / email: gorleston.community.magazine@gmail.com / tel: 07874 713 815 25

Life Afloat
by Patricia West, who continues her reminiscences...

You may remember last month 
I had acquiesced to living on a 
small boat in France.
 Bridge Cottage had sold quickly 
bringing our lovely country life 
to an end. The hens, without 
a backward glance moved in 
with some friends, and our 
neighbours adopted the cats, 

Slarty and Zehod, promptly re-christening them Blackey 
and Whitey – so much for more picturesque speech.
It was unthinkable we would give up Holly or Gulliver. 
Instead, Holly was loaned to my son, and Gulliver went 
temporarily to my friend Jane. I had experienced Jane’s 
hospitality and that little dog was on to a very good thing 
indeed. I grieved for Jessica and Jacob but was relieved 
they had also gone to a welcoming household.
Richard packed up happily, I felt a little less enthusiastic. 
We made no fanfare in our leaving, just convivial dinners 
with close friends, a final lunch at the pub, many hugs, 
a few tears, and promises to stay in touch. We bought a 
spacious Victorian flat near the sea in Lowestoft with views 
over the Ravine. The flat had high ceilings, sunshine poured 
through big windows, and a large marble fireplace enabled 
us to continue with our log fires.
I got a job in a solicitors’ office, not a natural choice, but I 
needed to earn and have something to do. Richard landed 
work at the local yacht club, crewing various boats and 
gaining valuable experience while loving every moment
Together with the proceeds from the sale of Bridge Cottage, 
our savings and provided we kept to our budget, we could 
comfortably sail for two years with enough funds left for a 
reasonable cushion upon our return.
Over two summers Richard cruised the French canals, 
sailing the islands of Elba and Corsica, learning the tides, 
routes and pit falls of life afloat, returning home each 
November to me, the dogs and our cosy flat.
Many hours were spent formulating watertight plans 
(forgive the pun) only to discard all of them the next day.  
Eventually it was settled we would explore the French 
canals starting at Calais, on through Paris, the Marne 
into the Rhone, through Lyon the Canal de Midi, finally 
reaching Port St. Louis and tipping into the Mediterranean 
Sea.
Thus, on Boxing Day we clinched the purchase of “Pillage” 
a 26-foot sailing Colvic.
We didn’t particularly like the word “Pillage”, but it is 
deemed unlucky to change the name of a boat. As we 
needed every scrap of luck “Pillage” she remained.
At £8,000 the boat was a bargain. Originally it had been 
fitted out by a perfectionist of good taste and exacting 
standards, who at six foot four was two inches taller than 
Richard. This proved beneficial with headroom and the  

multitude of fittings. As I am just five foot it was a mixed 
blessing and I only just missed having to use a step ladder 
to get into bed.
There were two double berths and a single bunk known as 
the pilot’s berth.  I was delighted at the tiny yet compact 
galley with its well-appointed double gas ring, small oven, 
sink and tap. We were relieved to have a proper toilet.
There were cupboards aplenty and long stretches of shelves, 
many housing our books. Before we left I had raided a 
second hand book shop, purchasing such a large quantity 
the proprietor enquired if I was setting up in competition. 
There would be frequent days of no movement and a good 
book was to prove invaluable
The first mistake was the lack of a fridge, cold drinks 
rapidly became lukewarm, milk turned sour, and fruit and 
vegetables rotted overnight. Another oversight was not to 
have installed a shower. In compromise we bought a large 
plastic container mainly used to spray weeds, this was filled 
with water each morning, placed in the prow of the boat, 
the sun warmed the plastic, and at sundown the container 
was lugged into the cockpit where we stood in our bathing 
costumes under the attached hose and, hey presto, the grime 
of the day was washed away. This caused amusement to 
many passers-by and occasioned regular wolf whistles, it’s 
probably illegal to do that now!
The practical stuff? From my memory, the engine was 
twelve horsepower diesel, equipped with a VHF radio, 
echo sounder, RDF and automatic pilot. Below decks there 
was an abundance of gleaming wood and brass fittings. 
Suspended from a hook was our mascot, a small rag rat 
named Sebastian wearing green dungarees and a red hat. 
Sebastian had been made by a friend with a sense of 
humour - a rat on a ship?  
I did my bit, sewing covers and curtains in bright fabrics 
and tacked small pictures onto the walls. As Pillage was to 
be our home for many months, we dispensed with plastic, 
buying proper crockery and decent utensils. We also 
indulgently purchased two cut glasses in a protective box. 
There were to be scrapes and near misses when, bloodied 
but unbowed and after bringing Pillage securely into port, 
we would raise our posh glasses in celebration of yet 
another safe return to harbour.
After months of practice on Norfolk’s bleakly, beautiful 
broads we were ready. It was hard to go, and a wrench 
bidding farewell 
to my astonished 
family. However, 
an adventure 
beckoned so I put 
aside my fears and 
my tears, and will 
meet you aboard 
next month.
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from Fleetwoods Butchers

Monthly Recipe

BEEF GOULASH

Preparation time - 30 mins, Cooking time - 2 hr 30 mins, Serves 4/6

Ingredients
• 2.2kg chuck steak diced
• 2 chopped onions
• 2 tbs vegetable oil
• 2 tsp olive oil
• 2tbs paprika
• 2tsp caraway seeds crushed
• 1 tsp ground black pepper
• 1/2 tsp of cayenne pepper
• 2 tbs of tomato paste
• 2 tbs balsamic vinegar
• 1 bay leaf
• 4 cups of beef broth or oxo
• 2 garlic bulbs

Method
1. Season beef with salt and black pepper. Heat vegetable 

oil in a large skillet over high heat; cook and stir beef 
in hot oil in batches until browned on all sides, about 
5 minutes per batch. Transfer to a large stockpot and 
reserve drippings in the skillet.

2. Return skillet to medium heat; stir onions into the 
reserved drippings, drizzle olive oil over onions, 
season with 1/2 teaspoon salt and cook until onion 

has softened, about 5 minutes. Transfer to the stockpot 
with beef.

3. Combine paprika, caraway seeds, black pepper, 
thyme, and cayenne pepper in the skillet and toast over 
medium heat until fragrant, about 3 minutes. Add 1 cup 
beef broth and stir, then transfer to the beef and onion 
mixture.

4. Stir 3 cups beef broth into beef mixture. Add tomato 
paste, garlic, vinegar, 1/2 teaspoon salt, and bay leaf; 
place stockpot over high heat and bring to a boil. 
Reduce heat to low and simmer until a fork inserts 
easily into the meat, 2 hours.



A Queen’s Jubilee Lunch is also planned for 
5 June 2022 at Gorleston Bandstand with many other ideas 
in progress.
Gorleston Rotary Club meets every Thursday at the 
Pier in Gorleston at 6.15 pm each week and all are 
welcome.
If you are interested in meeting new people, gaining new 
friends from a wide variety of backgrounds, being part of 
an active community, giving back something to your area 
and enjoy sharing ideas while you eat a delicious two-
course meal at the Pier, Gorleston Rotary Club is for you!
Find out more about 
the Club by accessing 
our website www.
gorlestonrotary.org.uk 
and send us a message 
on the contact page. 
President Susan Page, 
right, will be very 
pleased to hear from 
you and joining the 
Club will be a great way 
to give something back 
to your community 
– a great New Year’s 
resolution!

Gorleston Rotary Club has been in existence for more than 
50 years and has raised funds throughout this time for lots 
of different causes.  Charities, groups and individuals have 
all approached the Club for support and the Club does 
everything it can to support as many people as possible.
Gorleston Rotary Club is part of the wider network of 
Rotary Clubs which are found worldwide. This means 
that funds are raised for local charities and individuals 
and international charities.  Gorleston Rotary has been 
supporting Lend with Care which is an international charity 
which loans money to people living in different countries 
to start their own businesses 
Locally, the Club has helped to sponsor young people with 
equipment for their sports, funded places for activities and 
also supported students who are progressing to university.  
Providing local support has always been very important to 
the Club and this year one of our chosen charities is to raise 
funds for Mind.
This year, Gorleston Rotary Club is working with the 
Pavilion Theatre to raise funds to help with the restoration 
and local charities with a musical event at the Gorleston 
Pavilion Theatre on 18 March 2022 which will also be 
supporting the Pavilion Restoration Fund 
Please do get your tickets and by buying a ticket you are 
not only getting a night out but also raising funds for good 
causes.

Gorleston Rotary
Who does Gorleston Rotary help?

The smiles you share, the 
hugs you give, the giggles 
you get and the difference 
you make. These are the 
reasons you open your 
heart and your home  
and choose to foster. 

Help a child fulfil their 
true potential

87222

Text

to

Call 01603 306649 
norfolk.gov.uk/fostering

foster for

you givethe hugs

Squueeeeeeeeeeeee
eze

Texts cost one standard network rate message

Garolla garage doors are expertly made to 
measure in our own UK factories, they’re strong 
and solidly built. The electric Garolla door rolls 
up vertically, taking up only 8 inches inside 
your garage, maximising valuable space. 

Give us a call today and we’ll come and 
measure up completely FREE of charge.

CALL US TODAY ON:

01493 470 019
MOBILE:

07537 149 128

WHAT’S INCLUDED WITH EVERY DOOR:
• FREE EXPERT MEASURING & FITTING
• 2 REMOTE CONTROLS
• ACOUSTIC & THERMAL INSULATION
• FREE DISPOSAL OF YOUR OLD DOOR
• AVAILABLE IN 21 COLOURS

Now only 

£895* £895* £895
for a fully 
fi tted electric 
garage door.
WAS £1,354 INCLUDING VAT.



High Quality Products                     Excellent Value For Money                     Amazing customer service
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Gorleston 
Grapevine

with Carol Todd

It`s out with the “old” and in the with the “new” on 
Gorleston`s beautiful Marine Parade. Team Green has just 
completed another great demolition project on behalf of a 
private client, successfully and on time. Then, the team will 
move a little bit further along the seafront to another home 

that`s been approved for demolition. I do appreciate not every 
resident is happy about the demolition of these properties, 

however, this 
is the path 
the owners 
have chosen 
after careful 
consideration 
and planning. 
Our team has 
been enjoying 
the really great 
coffees and hot 
chocolate from  
Barista Buoy 
on Gorleston 
clifftop car 
park. If you 
haven`t visited 
for a hot drink, 
it`s a must.

I believe Great Yarmouth Borough Council is looking for 
other concessions to be approved for this car park. It`ll be 
interesting to see what other exciting food and drink will 
be on offer this year, apart from ice-creams and lovely 
hot drinks. Hopefully, any addition will enhance the 
awesome restaurants and takeaways we already have along 
the esplanade. Great Yarmouth`s Trip Advisor`s number 
one restaurant, The Shed, has also opened its bar next 
door project on Quay Road. Offering a fabulous range of 
lovely drinks and a fantastic tapas menu from Wednesday 
to Sunday, it`s just brilliant that Gorleston has another 

mouthwatering eatery to add to 
it`s bulging list. Team night out 
anyone???

L G Perfect is absolutely delighted 
to welcome another new business client to its books. Our 
Perfect's team will be maintaining and servicing all the One 
Site Group vehicles from this month onwards. One Site 
will be opening their new building centre, Merchant House, 
on Gapton Hall Road soon for all your building material 
requirements. We are delighted to have another top client 
on board with regular inspections, MOT`s, servicing and 
maintenance of their cars, vans and lorries. 

Tony, a Perfect`s customer popped in 
for MOT recently and left us another 
5 star review, he said, “such 
a lovely garage, lovely staff, 
always accommodating 
and Perfect in every 
way!” Thanks so 
much Tony, we really 
do appreciate it. 

More exciting 
baby news for 
Pe r f ec t s…wi th 
the welcoming of 
their first gorgeous 
g r a n d a u g h t e r , 
Thea,  for 
Mechanic Dean 
and his wife Julie. 
It`s a Baby Fest 
in the Workshop 
with more 
grandchildren due 
soon!! 

Hopefully the 
g r a n d c h i l d r e n 
will want a career 
as a Car or HGV 
Mechanic. Like 
many in our industry, we really are pushing to find the right 
experienced mechanics to join our fantastic team. So if you 
know anyone who is an experienced, skilled, knowledgable 
car and/or HGV mechanic or technician, please do get in 
touch. Super benefits and a great salary on offer, as well as 
joining one of the best teams around.  

If there`s anything you`d like us to try and help with, then 
please do contact me ctodd@eegreen.co.uk. Keep up to 
date with all our latest info on our Facebook pages. Have a 
great February, sending love to you all. 
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Codeword
Every white square is numbered from 1 to 26, with the numbers corresponding to letters of the alphabet.
Use your knowledge of words to work out where letters go, completing both the grid and code boxes, 
and using every letter of the alphabet.

1 2
   

3  4 5 6 
7    8  9

     
10  11  

12 13
   14  15 16

  X 
17
     

18  19  20
  

21

22
    

23
    

24
      S 25

     
26
    

A B C D E F G H I J K L M
N O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

More Coffee Time!

X
S

Wordsearch
Can you find the words listed below?

Words occur in the grid forwards, backwards and diagonally.

Boats

Ark  E-Boat Proa

 Barge  Gig  Punt

 Brig  Hoy  Raft

 Buss  Junk  Scow

 Car Ferry  Ketch  Ship

 Cat  Liner  Skip

 Dandy  Lorcha  Smack

 Dhow  MTB  Tug

 Dory  Pink  Yacht

 Dredger  Pram  Yawl
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This term, we are pleased to be offering a selection of new 
clubs for children, who will be able to take part in a wide 
range of activities from Choir and Drama to Art and Lego! 

New Year – New Goals!
We are looking forward to the opportunities that 2022 will 
bring! The children have been busy thinking about what 
they would like to achieve this year as well as in the future. 
They have been learning about how the knowledge and 
skills that they are working on now will help to prepare 
them to work towards the careers that they are interested 
in pursuing in the future. It has been wonderful to hear the 
children talking about their ambitions! 
Here are some of New Year’s Aspirations from a selection 
of our very youngest learners in Reception:

Jude has set his sights on being a teacher!

Penelope is setting herself a reading challenge!

Dolcie - I want 
to get better at 
drawing.

Paige - I want to 
be a doctor.

Rory - I want to 
share

Emily wants
to learn how
to swim

Ormiston Cliff Park
Primary Academy

www.ocppa.co.uk

Festive Fun!

At Ormiston Cliff Park Primary 
Academy we enjoyed a fabulously 

festive final week to the Autumn Term! As well as enjoying 
Christmas Lunch, a Pantomime and parties, the children 
were thrilled to receive a visit from Santa, who delivered a 
present to every child!

Retirement of Mrs. Jones
At the end of last term, we were 
sad to say goodbye to Mrs. 
Jones, who has retired after 
thirty three years of service 
to the school. Mrs. Jones has 
supported many children over 
the years in her role as  a TA and 
through running our popular 
After School Club.  We wish 
her a very happy and healthy 
retirement!

Learning Beyond the Classroom
Dr DNA Science Workshops

Year 3 were visited by the amazing Dr DNA, who provided 
a fascinating introduction to their new topic on ‘Light’. 
The children learnt lots of facts about light and really 
enjoyed participating in experiments, including human 
light bulbs, bending light and even burning bogies! Back 
in the classroom, the children had fun making their own 
lanterns. All the children (and staff!) thoroughly enjoyed 
the morning and would like to say a big thank you to Dr 
DNA!                                                                                                                               

OCPPA ‘Keep Dancing’ Club
Inspired by the BBC’s ‘Strictly Come Dancing’, our new 
‘Keep Dancing’ club has had a really successful start! 
Following their performances at our recent Christmas 
Shows, our dancers are now working on a new project! They 
will be learning a range of dances from different times in 
history as part of a ‘History of Dance’ celebration! We look 
forward to seeing our Year 1 and 2 children learn the Jive, 
our pupils in Years 3 and 4 have fun with the Charleston 
and our Year 5 and 6 children take on the challenge of the 
dramatic Paso Doble! 
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Pavilion Theatre
After a well-deserved break in early January the team 
are back and raring to go for 2022. We’ve just finished 
welcoming back Triple T Productions, the Gorleston 
Theatre Company and Perfect Productions at the end of 
January and we can’t wait to welcome you back in February 
and March when we’ll kick off our Spring programme of 
events.
At the end of this month we’re putting on a special Local 
Theatre Showcase, bringing together all of our fantastic 
local talent in one show to help raise vital funds for them to 
keep going after such a difficult couple of years.

Looking Back at 2021
Since we re-opened our doors in early Summer last year 

BOX OFFICE: (01493) 662832 | pavtheatre.com@gorlestonpav

ON STAGE in FEB:
Strictly Murder

The Dreamers

Jonathan Wyatt Big Band

The Addams Family

Local Theatre Showcase

Open all Year!

we’ve been thankful for each and every person who came 
through our doors to support live theatre again. We had a 
successful Summer season with Summer Showtime and 
then a hugely successful Winter programme, finishing the 
year with the brilliant family pantomime Mother Goose.

As well as all of our shows we were lucky to complete some 
upgrades of the building and to install some new facilities 
such as a new Gorleston Webcam and new uplighting on 
the outside of the building thanks to funding from the Great 
Yarmouth Borough Council and Visit Great Yarmouth.

Head to our website to see the webcam and find out more 
about all of the work that’s taken place.

WE’RE BACK FOR 2022!

Church Lane
Community Centre

"A huge thanks to a lovely community"
Sometime during the night of November the 18th and the 
Friday morning of the 19th 2021, our hub at the Church 
Lane Community Centre was lost in a fire. Thankfully no 
one was hurt during the blaze and we would like to share 
a huge thanks to the Fire and Police crews for bringing the 
fire under control and making the building safe. 
Formally “Growlers Café” the Church Lane Community 
Centre has been the home of a number of organisations and 
community projects over the last 4 years that have been 
managed by a small volunteer community team. 
These targeted projects have provided support and 
opportunities to thousands of local residents during this 
time, largely self-funded and 100% volunteer operated. 

Regrettably the fire damage has been so significant that 
all contents are lost and the building requires a complete 
rebuild before the Community Centre is active once more. 
We would like to thank, Little Misfits, Skate Revolution, 
Think Small, Gorleston Crafts, Team New Rock, Red 5 
Archery, Sky Racers and New Rock Music Academy for 
their contribution and community involvement. 
Please keep an eye for further projects from these 
organisations as we come out of lockdown they will be 
needed more than ever. 
Thank you, and we hope to be back soon.
Church Lane Community Centre Team.

Friends of the Theatre
If you’re a regular visitor to 
the theatre (or know someone 
who is!) then you might be 
interested in joining our Friends 
membership scheme.
For a small annual fee you’ll 
receive up to 10% discount on 
tickets (subject to performance 
and availability) as well as 
discounts on drinks at the bar and 
priority booking.
Head to the website to find out 
more and sign up today!

* * *
Full details of the theatre’s 
schedule of plays, musicals, and 
pantomimes can be found at 
pavtheatre.com or by calling the 
box office on (01493) 662832.
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Coffee Time 
Answers

Fallen: Bridget Jones's Diary by Helen Fielding

Word Ladder: clams, crams, cramp, tramp, trump

Caught in the middle: face, sky, action, pie, top

Crunch ’em: 8

1

N
2

W
3

O
4

M
5

C
6

Z
7

D
8

K
9

E
10

G
11

T
12

U
13

Y
14

J
15

L
16

X
17

H
18

I
19

P
20

B
21

R
22

A
23

V
24

S
25

Q
26

F

Call Matt on 01493 661438  
or 07855 323887

•  Are you getting the best from your system?

•  Want Sky on all your TVs?

•  Need extra TV points? 

•  Want your TV wall mounted?

We will do everything we can to  
exceed your expectations

www.warnesaerials.co.uk

No call out 
charge. 

Free signal 
test or 

system check. 

Reliable,  
friendly 

service and 
honest advice.

freeview, 
freesat, dab, 

fm, sky.

Ian Linnett Electrical Ltd
All types of electrical work including

• Extra sockets & switches
• Interior & exterior lighting
• Electric underfloor heating
• Fault finding & repairs
• New builds & extensions
• Landlord’s maintenance & safety inspections

Part p registered & fully insured
Please call Ian for a free no obligation quote

07779 264630 - ianlinnettelectrical@outlook.com
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Hair We Are
with Kevin Huggins

Owner of Fusion Hair 
Consultants and
Chairman of the

Gorleston Traders Association

I hope you all had a fantastic 
Christmas; I would also like to 
take this opportunity to wish you 
all a fantastic and prosperous 

2022. The year hasn’t got off to a great start I have to admit, 
Covid just doesn’t seem to want to disappear, and I think 
the longer time goes on the more we must live with it. The 
virus Covid-19 at the outset we were asked to look out for 
loss of smell, runny nose etc, now there seems to be many 
different symptoms.
I do lateral flow tests on a daily basis and I have to say I 
personally have not tested positive for covid as of yet, but 
as I am writing this I feel lousy with flu-like symptoms and 
have decided to isolate anyway. Just can’t take the chance 
as I wonder if the new variant “Omicron” symptoms are 
being picked up by the lateral flow tests.
Before 2021 ended it gave me time during Christmas and 
the new year for reflection and I realised, although I didn’t 
at the time, 2021 was the 25th anniversary of one of the 
best jobs I ever had in my career with British telecom. I 
had already explained in previous blogs my career with BT 
Payphones, but in February 1996 I put in for a job that 
would see me temporarily move into another role - being a 
football nut, helping to organise and set up the media centre 
at Wembley for Euro 96 was just too big an opportunity to 
miss.
I applied, as I have said in the February of that year, which 
was followed by a presentation and interview by myself to 
the selection panel. Early March I got the news I awaited; I 
had the job. The position was due to start in April after the 
media centre had been set up and built. The first meeting of 
all staff was held in early April and jobs were designated. 
The idea was for the world's media to congregate in 
the media centre which was set up with all the latest 
communication channels, so that they could report home to 
their home countries. As well as Europe, the world's press 
was there reporting all over the world. BT had also put us 
up in a hotel right 
outside the ground 
and because of 
our access to all 
areas passes, we 
were also escorted 
by security until 
we were actually 
inside the stadium.
The media would 
then buy their 
press box pass in 
the stadium from 

the media centre and once they had paid for the service the 
press box in the stadium had to be set up in readiness for 
them. I could not believe that was the job that I had, an all 
areas pass to inside the stadium and a chance to work with 
the world's Media including TV.
We had many practice runs during May in readiness for the 
big event to start on Saturday June 8th. We spent the week 
before setting up the inside of the stadium with patch leads 
and connections. The actual Connection Hub happened to 
be on the television gantry behind the TV presenters, I found 
myself working with the likes of Jimmy Hill, Brian Moore 
etc. What an amazing experience and I was in awe of who 
I was working with every day. One of my most memorable 
moments was during one evening game at Wembley, I found 
myself crawling around the floor of the Match of the Day 
studio, where Bob Wilson was interviewing Alex Ferguson 
and Jack Charlton live on the telly, running cables around 
the studio. On many other occasions I was working on the 
television gantry directly behind Brian Moore and Kevin 
Keegan who were commentating on the games. I very often 
had to pinch myself to make sure I wasn’t dreaming. I have 
many photos of the time I was there to remind me of that 
month of June in 1996. I also worked in the dressing room 
area, again where internet and communications had to be 
set up and I can honestly say during my downtime there 
was nowhere in that stadium I didn’t go and have a look at.
Watching all the games at Wembley for the tournament 
including the final from the television gantry was just 
unbelievable, standing up there so high in the rafters of 
Wembley Stadium with the song “Three Lions” ringing out 
around the stadium just made the hair on the back of your 
neck stand up. 

There are memories in your life that stick with you forever, 
my family memories with the children being born etc but 
that month in June 1996 at Wembley will also stay with me 
forever.    
Hopefully by the time you read my next blog at the end 
of February we will be looking forward to the Spring, the 
evenings will be lighter and this virus will be on its way 
out. 
Until then stay safe and well.   
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The Colditz Story
by Pat Reid

reviewed by Karen Bryant

The
Bookshelf

Luckenbooth
by Jenni Fagan

reviewed by Laura and Julie.
When reading this book, you can tell the author has 
experience writing poetry. Her writing feels intelligent, 
engaging and fantastical, but 
it also feels rather strange. 
The story begins and quickly 
progresses, and during these 
first few pages the writer 
is sowing seeds, entwining 
snippets and creating a picture 
akin to a large tapestry, all to 
build on later. To appreciate 
this read you need to stick with 
it; You may feel confused by 
the first few chapters, but it is 
entirely worth the wait, and as 
the story continues you will 
meet varied and interesting characters. 
Luckenbooth tells the story of the residents of 10 
Luckenbooth Close, Edinburgh. Their lives are explored 
over a large time period, and their intriguing stories 
intertwine to create a dark, well written and interesting 
novel.
This is a great book for those wanting to be totally 
engrossed in something completely different. It will make 
you question what you've read and how anyone could write 
in such a unique way, but it is very stylish and enjoyable. 

First published in 1952 and 
still available to buy today, 
The Colditz Story is a classic 
story of imprisonment and 
escape, audacity, ingenuity, and 
extraordinary courage. 
Written by Major Patrick Robert 
"Pat" Reid, MBE, MC, it is the 
story of Pat and other men who 
had previously escaped from 
various World War II German 
Prisoner of War Camps and 
who were sent to "escape-proof" 
Colditz, but were undeterred and 

determined to continue their escape-related activities.
The inventiveness and ingenuity of the POWs was so 
astounding that at times you would think the stories were 
far-fetched if it wasn't for the fact you know they are true. 
Instead you are left with nothing but admiration for these 
men who could have just sat out the war, but instead chose 
to continue the fight in their own way.

DAN DAN
THE LAVATORY MAN...

Toilets & Taps Specialist
Plumbing Services
Reliable, Local and 

Experienced
Telephone: 01493 443559

Mobile: 07988 675 727

72 High Street
Gorleston-on-Sea

Norfolk
NR31 6RQ

Tel: 01493 652774
Mob: 07557 303 114

Richard Routledge
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Ramblings of a 
Displaced Cockney

"Well known in Gorleston as the former Principal of the East Norfolk Sixth Form College, 
our Displaced Cockney is Laurie Poulson whose travels in life have taken him from birth in 
the East End of London, all around England, until he came to Gorleston in 1999, where he 
has been ever since."

The Last “Pea Souper”

07710 451302

Domestic cleaning and housekeeping service.
Help in the home whenever you need it.

When I was young we didn’t 
have central heating.  We had a coke fuelled boiler in the 
kitchen for producing hot water and coal fires in the two 
rooms downstairs.  In those days that was what nearly 
everyone still had in London, unless you had a lot more 
money than we had or lived in a new house as central 
heating with panel radiators didn’t really start to become 
commonplace until the 1950s.

So all across London there were countless houses burning 
coal and countless chimneys pouring dirty smoke into the 
atmosphere.  Most industrial power also came from coal 
fired systems and London was an industrial powerhouse.

The result of this was that on many days in the year this 
sooty smoke, full of sulphur dioxide, mixed with the heavy 
mists of the Thames Valley to produce dense yellowish, 
greenish or blackish fogs which hung in the air for days 
and threatened the health of anyone with weak chests, 
especially infants and the elderly.  These “smogs” were 
called various things such as “black fogs”, “killer fogs” or, 
most graphically, “pea soupers”.

They were certainly dangerous as the infamous pea souper 
of December 1952 is reckoned to have killed 4,000 people 
in the space of a few days and another 8,000 from its after 
effects.

The strange thing is that none of this was new.  London was 
already suffering from serious air pollution in the thirteenth 
century when King Edward I issued a proclamation banning 
the burning of “sea coal”, with no great success.  The 
burning of coal and the health concerns continued through 
the next 700 years, getting worse and worse. The opening 
page of Dicken’s 1852 Bleak House includes the following: 
“Smoke lowering down from chimney pots, making a soft 
black drizzle with flakes of soot in it as big as full-grown 
snowflakes gone into mourning, one might imagine for the 
death of the sun.”  or this from T.S.Eliot’s 1922 Wasteland: 
“Unreal city, under the brown fog of a winter dawn.”

Attempts to do something about the pollution were resisted 
many times by those involved in London’s industries but 
finally the first of the Clean Air Acts was passed in 1956 
with the subsequent introduction of “smokeless fuels” and 
the reduction of sulphur content. Of course the new trends 
towards gas and oil fired central heating would prove to be 
even more effective.

However, it didn’t clear up things over-night.  The last 
pea souper is generally regarded as being in 1962.  In the 
intervening years I had progressed to a secondary school 

with lots of playing fields.  A popular game on the foggiest 
of days was to go out into the fields, spin oneself round 
and blunder about trying to find one’s way back to school!  
I also recall one particular afternoon when the fog was so 
thick that all the buses were cancelled, which was a bit of 
a blow as I had a seven mile journey home.  My friend 
and I walked the first few miles to Barkingside where other 
routes operated using trolley-buses and we had a rest at a 
bus stop, on the off-chance that they were running.  Imagine 
our delight as one came into sight, going in our direction!  
Arms out, franticly waving but to no avail as the trolley bus 
sailed slowly by without stopping.  We ran after it, shouting 
but the conductor appeared on the rear platform telling us 
that it was broken down and being towed.  Sure enough, 
there was the breakdown truck towing the trolley bus.  The 
fog was so thick that we hadn’t even seen it as it went past 
us!   Ah well, only another four miles to walk . . . . 

Of course pea soupers have been assigned to history and 
the air is so much better in London, but is it?  The pollution 
is less obvious to the naked eye but air-borne particulates, 
especially from motor fuels, are still a cause of serious 
concern, especially for the health of infants and the elderly.  
Are we doing enough or will future generations look 
back on us in the same way that we look back at our own 
forebears and wonder: “Why didn’t they do more?”

If you would like to sell your 
car we’d be very interested!

Excellent Value For Money Since 1985,
Suffolk Road, Gorleston.

Tel: 01493 664378
Email: cargocars@gmail.com
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ENSFC

EN is home to the only state funded sixth form Combined 
Cadet Force (CCF) in the country. It gives young people the 
chance to develop teamwork and leadership skills as part 
of a youth organisation with a military ethos, funded by the 
Ministry of Defence.
The CCF offers life changing experiences that no other 
extra-curricular activity can match and has an ethos enabling 
the development of personal responsibility, leadership and 
self-discipline. 
The CCF is an educational partnership between EN and the 
Ministry of Defence and is affiliated with the Army. The 
programme is set up to help young people achieve lifelong 
success with lots of emphasis on promoting the qualities of 
responsibility, self-reliance, resourcefulness and a sense of 
service to the community. 
Cadets build important skills like teamwork, confidence 
and self-discipline, as well as having the opportunity to take 
on leadership roles. The Army themed training activities 
and events, all focus on building the cadets courage, 
self-discipline, respect for others, integrity, loyalty and 
commitment. 
It also offers students the opportunity to get to know a wide-
range of people from across the college, working together 
to take on new challenges and having the opportunity 
to get involved with volunteer and charitable work in the 
community. The cadets recently supported the Poppy 
Appeal, which EN has been responsible for in the Great 
Yarmouth and Gorleston area since 2019. This gave them the 
opportunity to explore their local area as part of delivering 
poppies, to collect donations at the Remembrance Day event 
at St George’s Park and to work with the Great Yarmouth 
branch of the Royal British Legion with which they are 
affiliated. 

Student Xander Carstens said; “I chose cadets as I hope to 
join the Royal Marines when I leave college. I know it will 
look good on my CV for when I apply for the Marines as 
well as any job. I enjoy the cadets because I get to learn 
new things, skills such as map reading, fieldcraft and 
even weapons handling. I think that cadets teaches people 
important things like respect and I believe that people can 
use what they learn in cadets in their day to day lives and will 
really benefit from them.”
Student Harvey Hicks said: “I chose to be part of the CCF 

because it creates a huge 
sense of belonging and 
adventure. For example, I 
really enjoy being part of 
a team and as I progress through the CCF I have enjoyed 
becoming the team leader for the group, so I can pass on 
my skills and knowledge. It was also great to be involved in 
encouraging our local community to remember veterans and 
those who have lost their lives, as part of the Poppy Appeal.”
Alongside, the CCF, students can also take part in the Duke 
of Edinburgh’s Award, completing activities, volunteering 
and developing new skills as they achieve from Bronze 
through to Gold standard. 
The benefits of achieving a DofE Award at any level are 
endless and support students along the path to a productive 
and prosperous future. A Gold Award can open the door 
to employment, progression to Higher Education and 
provide access to a whole range of opportunities in the local 
community.
Achieving an Award 
gives students new skills, 
confidence and an edge 
over others when applying 
for university or a job as 
they teach the ‘soft skills’ 
that are developed through 
extra-curricular activities, 
such as communication, 
commitment, leadership and 
teamwork. 
Students also tell us that 
undertaking the DofE helps them with character traits like 
confidence and resilience, that can boost mental health and 
wellbeing and allow them to overcome personal challenges.  
Student Beth Lawler said: “Participating in DofE at East 
Norfolk has been a brilliant opportunity for me to challenge 
myself, go on expeditions and make new friends. It has 
allowed me to develop more independence and learn new 
skills. It stands out on your CV and really sets you apart. I 
truly believe it’s an amazing award scheme.”
The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award has been offered at the 
College for several years, and all expeditions are now 
delivered in-house, where students are supported by the 
DofE Manager Mark Stacey. Mark explains, “Working 
with students as part of this scheme is inspiring. They are 
so passionate about improving their skill sets and getting 
involved in local community projects and opportunities. You 
really do see them grow and develop into amazing young 
people. We have had students working with charitable 
organisations, scouts and guides and volunteering in local 
schools and as part of the DofE, and every year we see 
even more examples of how participation leads to better 
community links and an understanding of their local area.”
If you’ve got potential volunteering opportunities for our 
Duke of Edinburgh participants to get involved in, or you’d 
like to find out more about our Combined Cadet Force, then 
please do get in touch, we’d love to hear from you.

Combined Cadet Force at East Norfolk
developing leaders of the future
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