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                                         WORSHIP TOGETHER Holy Communion  

     10 am - Sunday 18 May 2025 
  5th Sunday of Easter 

 

   Welcome  
God, who makes all things new, we gather together today to bring you praise. We 
offer ourselves afresh in your service. Make us new again this morning. Amen. 

 

Revelation 21:3-6 
I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the 
people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with 
them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death 
or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” He who was 
seated on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, 
for these words are trustworthy and true.” He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give water without cost from the 
spring of the water of life. 
The Lord’s name is to be exalted, his glory is above earth and heaven. So, let us 
come before him now, young and old together and praise his name. 

 

Hymn Lord, enthroned in heavenly splendour 
           first-begotten from the dead, 
           thou alone, our strong defender, 
           liftest up thy people's head. 
           Alleluia, alleluia, 
          Jesu, true and living bread. 
 

Here our humblest homage pay we, 
here in loving reverence bow; 
here for faith's discernment pray we, 
lest we fail to know thee now. 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
thou art here, we ask not how. 

 

Paschal Lamb, thine offering, finished 
once for all when thou wast slain, 
in its fullness undiminished 
shall for evermore remain, 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
cleansing souls from every stain. 

 

Life-imparting heavenly manna, 
stricken rock with streaming side, 
heaven and earth with loud hosanna 
worship thee, the Lamb who died, 
Alleluia, alleluia, 
risen, ascended, glorified! 
Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 453. CCLI Song # 7007404 George Clement Martin, George Hugh 
Bourne © Words: Public Domain; Music: Public Domain 

 

                  Confession 
God of mercy, we acknowledge that we are all sinners. We turn from the wrong that 
we have thought and said and done, and are mindful of all that we have failed to do. 
For the sake of Jesus, who died for us, forgive us all that is past and help us to live 
each day in the light of Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver 



you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in life 
eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

                     The collect for the 5th Sunday of Easter 
Risen Christ, your wounds declare your love for the world and the wonder of your risen life: 
give us compassion and courage to risk ourselves for those we serve, to the glory of God 
the Father.  Amen. 

 

Song There is a higher throne 
than all this world has known, 
where faithful ones from every tongue 
will one day come. 
Before our God we'll stand, 
made faultless through the Lamb; 
believing hearts find promised grace: 
salvation comes. 
   
Hear heaven's voices sing, 
their thunderous anthem rings 
through emerald courts and sapphire skies, 
their praises rise. 
All glory, wisdom, power, 
strength, thanks and honour are 
to God, our King who reigns on high 
for evermore. 
 

And there we'll find our home, 
our life before the throne; 
we'll honour him in perfect song 
where we belong. 
He'll wipe each tear-stained eye, 
as thirst and hunger die; 
the Lamb becomes our Shepherd King: 
we'll reign with him. 
Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 802 CCLI Song # 3994672 Keith Getty | Kristyn Getty © 2002 
Thankyou Music Ltd 

         First Reading 
 Acts 11:1-18 – Peter explains his actions 

11 The apostles and the believers throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also had 
received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised believers 
criticised him 3 and said, “You went into the house of uncircumcised men and ate with 
them.” 4 Starting from the beginning, Peter told them the whole story: 5 “I was in the city of 
Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet being let 
down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I was. 6 I looked into it 
and saw four-footed animals of the earth, wild beasts, reptiles and birds. 7 Then I heard a 
voice telling me, ‘Get up, Peter. Kill and eat.’ 8 “I replied, ‘Surely not, Lord! Nothing impure 
or unclean has ever entered my mouth.’ 9 “The voice spoke from heaven a second time, ‘Do 
not call anything impure that God has made clean.’ 10 This happened three times, and then 
it was all pulled up to heaven again.11 “Right then three men who had been sent to me from 
Caesarea stopped at the house where I was staying. 12 The Spirit told me to have no 
hesitation about going with them. These six brothers also went with me, and we entered the 
man’s house. 13 He told us how he had seen an angel appear in his house and say, ‘Send 
to Joppa for Simon who is called Peter. 14 He will bring you a message through which you 
and all your household will be saved.’15 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit came on them 
as he had come on us at the beginning. 16 Then I remembered what the Lord had said: 
‘John baptised with water, but you will be baptised with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 So if God gave 
them the same gift he gave us who believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I to think 



that I could stand in God’s way?”18 When they heard this, they had no further objections 
and praised God, saying, “So then, even to Gentiles God has granted repentance that leads 
to life.” 
 

For the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

Song A new commandment I give unto you 
That you love one another as I have loved you 
That you love one another as I have loved you 

 

By this shall all know that you are My disciples 
If you have love one for another 
By this shall all know that you are My disciples 
If you have love one for another 

 

You are My friends if you do what I command you 
Without My help you can do nothing 
You are My friends if you do what I command you 
Without My help you can do nothing 
CCLI Song # 4540290 Andrew Moore | Aniceto Nazareth © Words: Kevin Mayhew Ltd; Music: 1999 Kevin Mayhew Ltd 

 

     Gospel Reading  
John 13:31-35 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. Glory to you O Lord. 
31 When Judas was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified 
in him. 32 If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at 
once. 33 “My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for me, and just as I 
told the Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come.34 “A new command I 
give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this 
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
                                    Talk 
 

                      Creed 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen. We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were 
made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate from 
the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 
rose again in accordance with the Scripture; he ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the 
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the Son 
he is worshipped and glorified. He has spoken through the prophets. We believe in 
one holy, catholic and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world 
to come. Amen. 

                   Prayers of Intercession 
Merciful Father, accept these prayers for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus 
Christ.  Amen 

  The Peace 
Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us to God in one body by the cross. We meet in his 
name and share his peace. The peace of the Lord be always with you and also with you. 

 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 



Song Jesus stand among us 
At the meeting of our lives 
Be our sweet agreement 
At the meeting of our eyes 

 

O Jesus we love You 
So we gather here 
Join our hearts in unity 
And take away our fear 

 

So to You we're gathering 
Out of each and every land 
Christ the love between us 
At the joining of our hands 

 

Jesus stand among us 
At the breaking of the bread 
Join us as one body 
As we worship You our Head 
CCLI Song # 40155 Graham Kendrick © 1977 Thankyou Music Ltd 

          Eucharistic Prayer B 
The Lord is here. His Spirit is with us. Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. Let 
us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give thanks and praise. It is indeed right, 
our duty and our joy, always and everywhere to give you thanks, almighty and eternal 
Father, and in these days of Easter to celebrate with joyful hearts the memory of your 
wonderful works. For by the mystery of his passion Jesus Christ, your risen Son, has 
conquered the powers of death and hell and restored in men and women the image of your 
glory. He has placed them once more in paradise and opened to them the gate of life 
eternal. And so, in the joy of this Passover, earth and heaven resound with gladness, while 
angels and archangels and the powers of all creation sing for ever the hymn of your glory: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your 
glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by 
the power of your Holy Spirit, and according to your holy will,  these gifts of bread and wine 
may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the same night that he 
was betrayed, took bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, 
saying: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me. In 
the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, 
saying; Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 
of me. Great is the mystery of faith: Christ has died: Christ is risen: Christ will come 
again. And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice made 
once for the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious 
ascension, and looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our 
redemption. As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before 
you this bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your 
presence and serve you. Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your 
kingdom all who share this one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of all the 
saints,  may praise and glorify you for ever, through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and 
with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, 
almighty Father, for ever and ever.   Amen. 
 

As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 



 
The president breaks the consecrated bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. Though we are many, we are one 
body, because we all share one bread. God’s holy gifts for God’s holy people. Jesus 
Christ is holy. Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

The president and people receive communion. 
Eternal God whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life: grant us to walk in 
his way, to rejoice in his truth, and to share his risen life; who is alive and reigns, now and 
for ever.   Amen. 

 

Almighty God, we thank you for feeding us with the body and blood of your Son 
Jesus Christ. Through him we offer you our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

                     Birthdays and Notices 
 

Hymn At the name of Jesus 
         every knee shall bow, 
         every tongue confess him 
        King of glory now: 

’tis the Father's pleasure 
we should call him Lord, 
who from the beginning 
was the mighty Word. 

 

At his voice creation 
sprang at once to sight, 
all the angel faces, 
all the hosts of light, 
thrones and dominations, 
stars upon their way, 
all the heavenly orders, 
in their great array. 

 

Humbled for a season, 
to receive a name 
from the lips of sinners 
unto whom he came, 
faithfully he bore it 
spotless to the last, 
brought it back victorious, 
when from death he passed: 

 

Name him, Christians, name him, 
with love strong as death, 
but with awe and wonder 
and with bated breath: 
he is God the Saviour, 
he is Christ the Lord, 
ever to be worshipped, 
trusted, and adored. 

 

Surely, this Lord Jesus 
shall return again, 
with his Father's glory, 
with his angel train; 
for all wreaths of empire 



meet upon his brow, 
and our hearts confess him 
King of glory now. 
Reproduced from Ancient & Modern Electronic Words Edition, number 593 CCLI Song # 7008833 Caroline Maria Noel, Michael Brierley 
© Words: Hymns Ancient & Modern Ltd; Music: 1960 Josef Weinberger Ltd 

 

                     Closing Prayer and Blessing 
Life-giving God, Alpha and Omega, beginning and end, journey with us as we go 
from this place into our communities. As we look forward to the time when you will 
make all things new, enable us, by your Spirit, to bring your kingdom here on earth. 
Amen. 
May the Father, from whom every family in earth and heaven receives its name strengthen 
you with his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith, and 
that, knowing his love, broad and long, deep and high beyond our knowledge, you may be 
filled with all the fullness of God; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always.   Amen.  Go in peace to love 
and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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